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Induction Ceremony of SU 30 MKI to the Valiants 

 
In a solemn ceremony on 24 Apr 17, the Su30 MKI 
aircraft was inducted into 221 Squadron, ‘Valiants’, 
of the IAF. Air Marshal C Hari Kumar AVSM VM 
VSM ADC, Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief, 
Western Air Command IAF was the chief guest for  

the occasion.  
● Among the distinguished guests were Mr Daljeet Singh, CEO, Hindustan 

Aeronautics Limited and other officials from HAL.  
● The ‘Valiants’ which flew Mig-23 aircraft till 2009, is now equipped with the 

formidable Su30 MKI aircraft. The Su 30 MKI is a state of the art all weather 
multi role fighter aircraft capable of undertaking varied air combat and ground 
attack missions. 

● The ’Valiants’ were formed as an offensive fighter squadron on 14 Feb 1963 at 
Barrackpore with Sqn Ldr N Chatrath as the first Commanding Officer.  

● The Squadron was than equipped with three types of aircraft namely the 
Vampires, Spitfire, Hurricane and Su-7 aircraft. The squadron has changed 
many bases during its fifty four years long journey and has taken part in 1971 
War and Kargil operations.  

● Su-7 aircraft of the Valiants roared over East Pakistan in support of the Indian 
Army’s blitzkrieg advance in 1971.  

● The ‘Valiants’, operating the MiG-23s, were the first ones to fire weapons on 
the enemy during the Kargil war. Many of the squadron pilots have been 
decorated with gallantry awards over the years. 

 

Government Printing Press to be upgraded at a cost 
of Rs.338 cr 

 
Modernisation and redevelopment of Government of India 
Printing Press at Minto Road in New Delhi will be taken up at 
a cost of Rs.338.56 cr. 

 
 
 
 
 
● Minister of Urban Development Shri M.Venkaiah Naidu has accepted the 

recommendation of the Standing Finance Committee in this regard.  
● The present building of the Press will be redeveloped at a cost of Rs.238.56 cr 

into three blocks of Ground plus six floors suitable to locate the modern 
technology and equipment to be installed at a cost of Rs.100 cr.  

● At present, the machines and equipment being used are of 1980-2005 vintage 
and some of them installed as early as in 1968, resulting in high cost of 
production, demand for printing not being met in time besides non-availability of 
spare parts requiring their refabrication.  

● With redevelopment and modernisation, the production capacity of the 
Government of India Printing Press at Minto Road in the national capital will 
increase from the present 16 lakh pages per day (60 cr pages per year)of A-5 
size to 45 lakh pages per day (164.96 cr pages per year) marking an increase 
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of 177% in production capacity. Multi-colour printing, which is not available 
presently will be made available. 

 

ECI issues letter of intent for purchase of 16,15,000 VVPATs 

 

Election Commission of India (ECI) has issued a letter of 
intent for purchase of 16,15,000 Voter Verifiable Paper Audit 
Trails( VVPATs) at an estimated cost of Rs 3,173.47 crore 
during 2017-18 and 2018-19 from PSUs BEL and ECIL. 
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● In its letter sent to CMDs of ECIL and BEL on Friday (21st April) , the 

Commission has communicated its intent for purchase 8,07,500 VVPATs from 
each PSUs by September 2018.  

● These VVPATs shall be manufactured by both PSUs only as per the design 
approved by the Commission based on recommendation of the Technical 
Experts Committee on EVMs constituted by the Commission & comprising of 
eminent technical professors from IITs.  

● The Commission shall closely monitor the production of VVPATs for timely 
delivery well before General Elections 2019.  

● On 19th April, 2017, in compliance of the order of Hon’ble Supreme Court and 
as per the recommendation of the Election Commission of India, the 
Government had approved Rs 3173.47 crore for the procurement of 16,15,000 
VVPATs to be used in ensuing elections and General Elections 2019. 

 

 

Make in India gets metro boost; local procurement made 
mandatory 

 

With  rapid  expansion  of  metro  rail  projects in  the NATIONAL 
 

country, Ministry  of Urban  Development  has taken 
NEWS  

several far  reaching decisions  to  promote  Make  in  

 
 

India campaign. 
 
 

 

● These include stipulating certain mandatory conditions to be incorporated in 
Tender Documents of metro companies for procurement of metro cars and 
related critical equipment and subsystems, procurement of only Made in India 
signaling equipment besides standardizing technical parameters for rolling 
stock (metro coaches) and signaling equipment.  

● The new mandatory Tender Conditions and standardized norms for a wide 
range of equipment, approved by the Minister of Urban Development Shri 
M.Venkaiah Naidu have been circulated to all the metro companies on Friday 
this week making them effective immediately.  
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● These initiatives will incentivize setting up manufacturing facilities in the 
country by increasing the volumes of procurement of rolling stock and all kinds 
of equipment by removing variations in the present technical norms for rolling 
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stock and signaling equipment.  
● This will in turn result in reduction of cost through economies of scale. 

 

Film Director & Actor Shri Kasinadhuni Viswanath to 
be conferred Dadasaheb Phalke Award  

for the year 2016  

 

Renowned Film Director & Actor Shri Kasinadhuni 
Viswanath is to be conferred the 48th Dadasaheb 
Phalke Award for the year 2016. I&B Minister Shri M.  
Venkaiah Naidu today approved the recommendation 
of the Dadasaheb Phalke Award committee. 

 
 
 
 
 

● The Award is conferred by the Government of India for outstanding 
contribution to the growth and development of Indian Cinema. The 
Award consists of a Swarn Kamal (Golden Lotus), a cash prize of Rs. 10 
lakhs and a shawl.  

● The Award shall be conferred by the President of India At a function on 
May 3rd2017 at Vigyan Bhawan.  

● A presenter of classical and traditional art, music and dance, Shri K 
Viswanath has been a guiding force in the Indian film industry.  

● As a director he has made fifty films since 1965 known for their strong 
content, endearing narrative, honest handling and cultural authenticity.  

● His films on wide range of social & human issues had great appeal to the 
masses.  

● Shri K Viswanath was born in February 1930 at Gudivada In Andhra 
Pradesh. An ardent art lover, he made a series of films based on varied 
themes of art, music and dance.  

● His films empathized with courage and frailty, aspirations and 
convictions, perseverance and distractions, social demands and 
individual struggle and at the core believed in the goodness of the 
human spirit.. 

 

Indian Warships Visit Toulon, France 

 

In continuation of the Indian Navy’s overseas 
deployment to the Mediterranean Sea and West 
Coast of Africa, three Indian warships INS 
Mumbai, Trishul, and Aditya, arrived at Toulon 
for a three day visit today.  

 
 
 
 
 

● The ships were warmly received by the Administration in Toulon and the 
French Navy at Toulon Naval Base in coordination with the Embassy of  
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India.  
● The  visiting  ships  are  a  part  of  the  Indian  Navy’s  Western  Naval  

Command and the Task Group is headed by Rear Admiral RB Pandit, the 
Flag Officer Commanding Western Fleet, who is flying his flag on the 
guided missile destroyer, INS Mumbai.  

● On completion of the visit at Toulon, bilateral exercise Varuna between 
the Indian Navy and the French Navy is scheduled from 24 to 30 Apr 17.  

● The VARUNA series of exercises began in 2000 and have grown into an 
institutionalised form of interaction between the two navies. The last 
VARUNA exercise was held off the Indian coast.  

● The current visit seeks to underscore India’s peaceful presence and 
solidarity with friendly and like minded countries towards ensuring good 
order in the maritime domain and to strengthen the existing bonds 
between India and France.  

● The visit of Vice Admiral Girish Luthra, Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief 
Western Naval Command to France, coinciding with the visit of the IN 
ships to France and conduct of Exercise VARUNA, amply demonstrate 
the Indian Navy’s engagement with the French Navy. 

 

1
st

 ‘India Indonesia Energy Forum’ held in Jakarta 
 

Union Minister of State (IC) for Power, Coal, New & 
Renewable Energy and Mines, Shri Piyush Goyal 
and H.E. Mr. Ignasius Jonan, Minister of Energy 
and Mineral Resources, Republic of Indonesia met 
on 20th April, 2017 for the 1st ‘India Indonesia 
Energy Forum’, held in Jakarta, Indonesia. 

 

 

● The Energy Forum was preceded by 2nd Joint Working Group (JWG) on 
Oil and Gas, 4th Joint Working Group on Coal and 1st Joint Working 
Group on New and Renewable Energy.  

● The reports of three Joint Working Groups were presented to two 
Ministers during the Energy Forum.  

● The 2nd JWG on Oil and Gas discussed policy framework of India and 
Indonesia, oil and gas infrastructure development, cooperation 
opportunities in capacity building and business opportunities in oil and 
gas sector in both countries.  

● Representatives of major Indian companies in oil and gas sector such as 
ONCG Videsh Limited, Petronet LNG Limited, Gas Authority of India 
Limited (GAIL) and Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL) participated 
in the JWG.  

● Indonesian companies such as PT Pertamina, PT Triputra, PT Nusantara 
Regas, Medco Energy and PT PGN were also represented.  
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